
-Place Directorate – 18/11/21

Accessible Southampton Inquiry



Place Directorate

• How the Council contributes to making Southampton's Built 

Environment accessible to all?

• Strategic Planning [Amber Trueman]

• Development Management [Stephen Harrison]

• Building Control [Neil Ferris]

• Highways & Infrastructure [Wade Holmes]



Strategic Planning

• Current adopted policy (details in Development Management section)

• Emerging Southampton City Vision Local Plan - Engagement

• Broad questions around 'Issues and Priorities’

• A review of comments containing "disabled", "disability“ 

,"disabilities“, "accessible" and/or "accessibility“ pulled the 

following ideas for improvement:

– More consideration of hidden disabilities generally

– Improvement to public transport accessibility and connectivity 

(inc. on-board)

– Public realm improvements (design and maintenance)

– More disability-friendly homes (inc. for visitors)

– Technological options to support those with disabilities

– Inclusive design for buildings and spaces

– Better access to waterfront for all



• Emerging Southampton City Vision Local Plan – Opportunities

• Homes – inclusion of design standards which improve 

adaptability (e.g. introduction of national space standards = more easily 

adaptable homes).

• Design & Public Realm – additional/alternative design principles (could 

be more explicit e.g. requirement for ramps).

• Waterfront – creating and improving access for all, spaces 

should be designed to be inclusive and accessible from the outset.

• Safety and Accessibility – existing policies will be reviewed to see if any 

improvements can be made (e.g. clearer reference to accessibility for 

seen and unseen disabilities).

• Reference to "accessibility for all" - weaving 

reference to accessibility throughout the rest of the plan and the 

supporting text – raising awareness.

Note: changes to planning policy can only influence future development which requires planning 

permission.



Development Management
The planning application process & framework:

Equalities Act 2010 S.149 mandatory duty

(i) eliminate discrimination/harassment/victimisation;

(ii) advance equality in opportunity;

(iii) foster good relations.

Planning is a plan-led system for new development:

• “…the determination must be made in accordance with the plan 

unless material considerations indicate otherwise”

s.38.6 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004

Statutory requirement for Public Consultation – response is a 'material 

consideration'

Target driven process – 8/13 week targets for decisions



Saved Local Plan Review (LPR) – 2015

SDP 11 Accessibility and Movement

Planning permission will only be granted for 

development which:

• contributes to an attractive network of public routes 

and spaces for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles;

• secures adequate access for all pedestrians 

including people with mobility and sensory difficulties 

such as elderly people, disabled people, the very young 

and those using prams and wheelchairs.

Supported by Residential Design Guide (2006) - inc. 

Adaptability

Design & Access Statements set out the applicant’s 

case 

• all Major development (10dwellings/1,000sq.m) and

• new dwellings in Conservation Areas

Plenty of evidence that this in itself doesn't deliver 

inclusive development



Building Regulations – Part M v1 (Dwellings)

• Guidance setting minimum standards for dwellings.

• Higher standards can be applied subject to:

• Planning conditions

• Local Plan Policy – opportunity for improvement

• Approved Document M Volume 1 is currently being reviewed by 
MHCLG and is likely to be updated in 2022

• Opportunity for Change?

Building Control



Building Control

Building Regulations -Part M Vol 2 – Non-Dwellings

• Appropriate standards are recommended for access into buildings, 

circulation around and specific features such vertical lifts, loop induction 

systems, sanitary accommodation, stadia seating, hotel bedroom design, 

Changing Places etc.

Approval Process

• Building Regulation applications are checked against Part M standards at 

plan approval stage and via site inspection at completion stage prior to 

occupation.

Can be strengthened by local plan policy – an opportunity



Highways & Infrastructure

Highway Design is based around Streetscape Tool Kit, and relevant DfT guidelines



Highways & Infrastructure

Independent Road Safety Audit carried out on

scheme designs and a post scheme evaluation

Other assessment tools used such as:

*LTN1/20 Cycle design guide Cycle Level of Service

*Walking Route Audit Tool

*Healthy Streets



Highways & Infrastructure

Equality and Safety Impact Assessment (ESIA)

All schemes have a ESIA carried out on them 

by the Designer (BBLP) and Client (SCC) 

(internal review of how scheme impacts on 

community groups)

Impacts and Mitigation Actions

Disability is one such user group

All schemes have a Traffic Regulation Order 

Advertised with a dedicated consultation list

Where they can input into Order 



Patch Repairs Rocking Slabs Complete 

Reconstruction

Slurry Overlay

Highways & Infrastructure

£1.5m Footway Budget until the end of 22/23

(an increase on previous years, normally £500k p.a)

Locations for intervention are from a variety of sources including Highway Safety Inspections, 

Pothole Reporting website, Member requests, Combining with adjacent schemes

30 Additional locations identified for improvement



Summary

• Southampton City Vision Local Plan opportunity to embed 

best practice in planning policy

• Standards

• Engagement processes - Disability/Accessibility Forum?

• Challenge of potential changes to planning system



Questions
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